
OUR COURTS:
THE BEDROCK 

OF DEMOCRACY

OUR COURTS:
THE BEDROCK 

OF DEMOCRACY

Differences between
civil & Criminal Courts 

Criminal
Court

Civil
Court

Learn more at: texaswatch.org/foundation
Watch series here: texaswatch.org/foundation/our-courts-bedrock-democracy

Behavior punishable as a
public offense.
Crimes cover everything
from shoplifting to
murder.
The government decides
to bring charges against
someone in court.
Punishment may include
imprisonment.

regulates non-criminal
rights & duties.
Covers disputes between
people, such as family,
contract, property, or
injury-related claims.
seventh amendment
guarantees a jury trial in
cases involving more
than twenty dollars.

ExAMPLES: 
Purdue Pharma opioid
litigation (2020 )
MacPherson v. Buick (1916)
Sioux City & Pacific
Railroad Co. v. Stout
(1873)

ExAMPLES: 
Miranda v. Arizona (1966)
Gideon v. Wainwright
(1963)
Mapp v. Ohio (1961)
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